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Tomoko Yoneda was born in the city of Akashi, Japan, in 1965.  
She initially went to the United States to study journalism, but a 
change of heart led her to study photography at the University of 
Illinois in Chicago, graduating in 1989. It was there that she was 
introduced to the New Bauhaus school of photography, founded 
by László Moholy-Nagy in 1937, and to the European émigrés 
involved in the design and architecture represented by the 
buildings of Ludwig Mies van der Rohe. This would make a lasting 
impression on Yoneda’s imagination. 

After completing her studies in Chicago, Yoneda decided to 
leave for London to study photography at the Royal College of 
Art, graduating with an MA in photography in 1991. Her move to 
London, where she still lives, coincided with the breakup of the 
Soviet Union and the fall of the Berlin Wall. The end of the Cold 
War brought the artist new directions to pursue.

From the series After the Thaw. Lovers, Dunaujvaros (formerly Stalin City), Hungary, 2014



The geographical range of Tomoko Yoneda’s work encompasses 
Europe, South America, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and China. For each 
of her projects she undertakes detailed research before deciding 
on the exact location to be photographed. This approach seems 
closer to that of an anthropologist who digs deeply in search of 
vestiges of past events that might tell us something about the 
human condition. In her depictions of beautiful landscapes 
and interiors of empty buildings, Yoneda is evoking the spirit of 
previous events. Her principal themes are memory and the way 
history - both personal and political - defines the present. 

The political philosopher Hannah Arendt wrote that in the modern 
age we live between the past and the uncertain future and that we 
must learn to think differently without resorting to more traditional 
types of thought. Arendt’s texts have been an important influence 
on Tomoko Yoneda. Like the philosopher, she asks the viewer to 
look more deeply as she creates new photographic images that 
have the capacity to suggest a different future.

From the series Japanese House. Former house of General Wang Shu-ming, 
the Chief of Staff under Chiang Kai-shek, Cidong Street I, 2010



For the first time in Spain, the exhibition Tomoko Yoneda, 
presented by Fundación mapfre at its Recoletos exhibition 
space in Madrid, offers an extensive survey of the artist’s work 
through more than 100 images organized in 17 different series 
such as “Topographical Analogy”, “Scene”, “Beyond Memory and 
Uncertainty”, and “The Parallel Lives of Others”. The exhibition 
also focuses on some of the artist’s most recent work, such as 
“Dialogue with Albert Camus” and “Crystals”. These series are 
accompanied by a new one on the Spanish Civil War and Federico 
García Lorca, which has been specially commissioned  
by Fundación mapfre for the exhibition.

From the series The Sleep of Apples. Ridge—Viewing the location of ‘Mosquito Crest’, Battle of Brunete, Spain, 2019



Curator
Paul Wombell

Fundación MAPFRE 
Paseo de Recoletos, 23 
28004 Madrid 
Tel.+ (34) 915 816 100 
cultura@fundacionmapfre.org

Dates  
11 February to 9 May 2021

Opening times
Mondays (except public holidays): 2pm to 8pm 
Tuesdays to Saturdays: 11 am to 8pm 
Sundays and public holidays: 11 am to 7pm 
(Last access: 30 minutes before closing time
Visitors must leave the galleries 10 minutes 
before closing time)

Ticket prices  
Standard: 5 2
Reduced: 3 2 
Free entry: Mondays 
(except public holidays) 

Guided tours 
7 2 

Times and booking in this website
cultura@fundacionmapfre.org

Audio guide 
Spanish and English 

Bookshop  
LAIE 
Tel. + (34) 911 703 851 
fmapfre@laie.es 

Tell us your opinion of the exhibition:
#ExpoYoneda

fundacionmapfrecultura

@mapfrefcultura

@mapfrefcultura 

https://www.fundacionmapfre.org
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